and boundaries of that condition, which entails a loss or a lack of the knowledge of our own thoughts and feelings, be exhaustively dealt with, the relations of the human mind and of human acts to responsibility must be imperfect and uncertain. Habit and popular experience have reconciled us to very vague notions on this subject. The total suspension of mentalisation in coma and syncope has been recognised. The partial interference with sensibility and mobility, and the consequent limitation of will in trance, trance-coma, somnambulism,, is known rather as a physiological curiosity than as an affection which places the individual in a different mental and legal position. But A similar instance of irreminiscence occurred in the professor of Hebrew in a northern college, who, on the day of his marriage, dressing for the ceremony, retired quietly to bed.
Ludicrous incidents of the same kind are related of Bowles the poet, who, tying his horse to a stake, retraced his steps, offered to pay the turnpike which he had already paid, and was astonished to find that he had dismounted; of Matthews and Mrs. Siddons, the actors ; but all these are outdone by the concatenation of absurdities in the biography of Hookham Frere, the scholar and man of letters, who, handing the Countess of Errol to supper, drank the negus he had prepared for her, and altogether forgot the object of their visit to the dining-room; and who, on the day of his marriage with the same lady, had no recollection until the evening that he had promised to accompany his bride to the country; having occupied the intervening time in reading his poems to his publishers.
It is obvious that these are specimens of mere forgetfulness and absence in those who had taxed attention and introspection to the utmost, and that, in confining the exercise of intellect and memory within a narrow rang?; they had insured, by disuse or exclusion, the other, and especially the observant powers. But concentration on particular subjects, even 
